
August 2021 

Hello from the Dominican Republic!  

Praise the Lord that I have arrived safely and am already settling into my new routine!  

Mission Trip 

My first week in the DR was very busy, as my dad, most of my siblings, and a friend of 

mine came along to do a weeklong mission trip and “launch” me into this new ministry.   

We started the week by painting an apartment space located above the church. The 

church is renting this space and have allowed me to use it for teaching English classes during 

this year.    

(Right: the lower level is the church; the upper level is where we were painting) (Center: our team after a day of 
painting.)  (Left: my “happy yellow” classroom) 

Then, we spent three days helping the church with their summer VBS program.  On 

two of those days, I had the blessing of presenting the lesson during the big group time 

before the kids were divided into smaller groups to study the lesson more, practice the 

memory verse for the day, and do a craft.  The rest of the team also helped with games and 

crafts in the classes.      

The theme of the VBS was “Joshua: The Brave 

Warrior,” and we talked a lot about what it 

means to be strong and courageous, and the 

importance of trusting and obeying God no 

matter the circumstances.  This message was 

very timely for me as well, as I prepare to begin 

a year of new opportunities and experiences.      
(Picture: Our team- ready for the 1st day of VBS) 

 Our last day of the trip we went to present a shorter version of the VBS program in the 

same church where my dad, my brother, and I helped to put a roof on the church building in 

February 2020 on my first mission trip to the DR.  It was exciting to return and see how that 

project has been a blessing in that community. My dad also did an afternoon of clinic for the 

kids in this neighborhood. I assisted as the translator, while the rest of the team entertained 

the kids waiting for their checkup.  They valiantly persevered, despite the blazing afternoon 

heat.    



 (Top Left: Everyone wants to be in the photo!) (Top Center: Lilly giving out balloons to the kids) (Top Right: Presenting the Bible 

story) (Bottom Left: Clinic time) (Bottom Right: Saying goodbye at the airport)  

Finally, it was time to say goodbye to the rest of the team as they returned to the States.   

Blessings 

It has been amazing to witness how God 

continues to confirm that I am where He has called me 

to be during this year.  He has blessed me with an 

amazing support team- with my family and friends 

back in the States and my new community of people 

here in the DR.   My host family (see picture) are 

missionaries who have been serving here in the DR 

for several years. Jaime, Jacqueline and their two 

children have immediately made me feel like part of 

their family, and I’m very thankful to them for 

generously sharing their home with me and helping 

me as I begin my ministry here.  (The Blandon family: from L to R- James, Jaime, Jacqueline, and Jaimeline) 

God has also brought an older missionary couple to work with us here for a time.  

They have previously served in Thailand, Ecuador, and many other places around the world.  

Twice a week, they will be giving classes on discipleship and evangelism in several churches 

in the area.  They have quickly become like an extra set of grandparents, and I know I will 

benefit from their wisdom and mentorship this year.  

Moving Forward 

 Starting next week, I’ll be teaching English classes Monday through Thursday.  Two 

days will be in the church in Bani, where we did the painting.  The other two days, I will be 

teaching in a Haitian church in the nearby town of Sombrero.  I’m also excited for the 

opportunity to translate for the classes that the missionary couple will be giving! My schedule 

will be quite full, but I’m looking forward to these next few months.  



Prayer Requests 

- For wisdom and patience for me as I begin teaching and as I continue adjusting to a 

new culture, routine, and language.   

- For all the kids who will be in my English classes; my prayer is that God will use me to 

share His love for each one of them.  

- For the opportunities to translate; that my brain will quickly retain new vocabulary and 

that I can continue to converse and express ideas more fluently.  

Information 

If you have questions or would like to hear more about my adventures in the Dominican 

Republic, please email me at emily.stader@516NOW.org or message me through Facebook.  

You can also visit my webpage at https://516now.org/emily-stader/  to receive updates or to 

learn more about the organization of 516NOW.   

If you would like to join me on this adventure as a financial supporter, there is a link to donate 

in the webpage above, or you can go directly to https://516now.org/donations/support-

emily-stader-ministry/    

 

Thank you and God Bless! 

Emily 
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