
September 2021 

It’s hard to believe I’ve already been in the Dominican Republic for a month!  The weeks are full and I’m 

staying busy! Every day has some activity planned, and it keeps me on my toes!  

English Classes  

We started classes the first week in September.  I was very nervous the first day, but it went really well! As I 

mentioned in my previous update, I’m teaching two days a week in a Haitian church in a town called 

Sombrero, and the other two days in a church in Bani.  In each class we practice basic English vocabulary, 

phonics, and conversation, review the memory verse, do a craft, have a snack, and play games.  So far, 

we’ve covered some basic conversation (Hello, how are you? What is your name? etc), family, numbers 1-10, 

colors, and food.  We’ve also been learning the vowel sounds in English, which can be a little tricky, since 

many letters are pronounced very differently in English versus Spanish.  This week we’ve been doing a lot of 

review games, and it’s been amazing to see how much they have learned.   

All the kids are eager to learn and full of energy.  It is a joy to teach them and to learn from them as well, as I 

continue learning to manage the classroom, teach in an engaging manner, and connect with the students 

individually.   

     

(Classes in Bani and Sombrero)           

(Memory Verse-John 3:16)                                                   (Craft Box)              

(Classroom Supplies)     (Some of my Wonderful Helpers!) 



Translation 

Even on the weekends, the classes continue!  Instead of teaching English, 

however, I’m translating for classes of discipleship and evangelism in two 

different churches in the area.  I’m discovering that translation is helping 

me develop my Spanish in various ways.  The most obvious one is that 

I’m constantly exposed to new vocabulary or expressions, but I’m also 

discovering how much we use tone, inflection, and body language to 

express ourselves.  Thus, when translating, it is important to mimic the 

tone and gestures of the speaker and not just repeat their words.  I’ll 

continue learning and improving as a translator, but I love the experience 

and the opportunity to connect people who don’t speak the same 

language, but who serve the same God.                (Mid-Translation)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         (Translating: September 17 in Los Alcarrizos)              `         (September 18 in Matanzas) 

Prayer Requests 

- That God would continue to give me strength and energy every day; I love that I’m getting to do and 

experience so much, but it can also be tiring.   

- For the kids in my classes; my weekly interaction with them is only a couple hours, but I’m praying 

that God will can use me to share His love for them, even in the limited time that I have.    

- For the discipleship classes; starting next week, we’ll be moving on to teach for several weeks in two 

new churches, and our prayer is that our current students will take what they have learned back to 

their own churches and communities and continue advancing the Kingdom of Heaven.    

- For wisdom and guidance for the future. 

Information 

If you have questions or would like to hear more about my adventures in the Dominican Republic, please 

email me at emily.stader@516NOW.org or message me through Facebook.   

You can also visit my webpage at https://516now.org/emily-stader/  to receive updates or to learn more 

about the organization of 516NOW.   

If you would like to join me on this adventure as a financial supporter, there is a link to donate in the 

webpage above, or you can go directly to https://516now.org/donations/support-emily-stader-ministry/    

Thank you and God Bless! 

Emily 

      See the next page for some more photos! → 
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       (After a busy week of teaching and translating, we’re soaking up some sun and relaxation)     

   (my tiny gecko friend)                    (DR petting farm- Extra points if you can spot the chicken       (the “road” to the discipleship  

amidst the goats and iguanas hahaha)          classes on Friday nights!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

               (I love using the board game format to review                              (A truckload of avocados!) 

                        vocabulary- and the kids love it too!)  

(and of course, I have to share photos with cute kids      ) (this little guy usually has the most energy, but in this class  

       he was tired and decided to take a little snooze)  


