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“Be strong and courageous; do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged; for the LORD your God is with you 

wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9.  This was one of the 

verses we focused on in the VBS in August, and this 

month the kids requested it as our Bible memory 

verse for English classes.  I’ve come full circle, 

concluding this semester with the same verse as 

when I started in August, but in these last few 

months, this verse has gained a deeper significance.  

There have been many moments where I felt afraid 

or discouraged, but the promise of God remains 

faithful: He is with me wherever I go.                                            (Our little Christmas tree) 

English Classes 

We had an exciting final month of English classes! We learned more animals, parts of the body, days 

of the week, and months of the year, and the kids memorized Joshua 1:9 in English.  We celebrated 

the last week of classes by playing lots of review games and giving out prizes on the final day of class.  

As a final activity for the class in Sombrero, we arranged a little Christmas party. We brought food, 

sang songs, told them the Christmas story, and shared the Gospel with them.  It was a fun and 

rewarding time, and the kids enjoyed it!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      (My class in Bani)                  (Graduation in Bani) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   (Graduation in Sombrero)            (Christmas party in Sombrero) 



Translation 

The second weekend in November, we finished the course on discipleship in two more churches.  It’s 

been amazing to hear the stories from the first two churches as well as these next two! People are 

putting into practice what they have learned, and they are bringing people to Jesus!  It’s so rewarding 

to play a small part in this ministry! God provides opportunities and blessings that we don’t expect, 

but that are better than we could have imagined! 

 

 

 

 

(Graduation in the Monte Sinai church)                 (Graduation in our church in Bani)  

In the last couple of weeks, we’ve been working in another church here in Bani and a church in Los 

Tumbaos, a small village about 25 minutes from where we live.  God continues impacting people’s 

lives through these classes, and it’s amazing to witness!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         (Discipleship class in Bani)    (Discipleship class in Los Tumbaos)  

Christmas Plans 

In just a few days, I’ll be heading back to the States to celebrate Christmas and spend time with my 

family and friends!  These last few months have been incredible, but I’m also really looking forward to 

being at home.  Additionally, I’m going to visit friends and attend a wedding back in Rio Grande 

(where I went to study Spanish), and several friends from school are coming to stay with my family 

during Christmas break.  It’s going to be busy, but so much fun!  I’m so thankful for the opportunity 

to rest and “recharge,” and I know I’ll come back in January with new energy and inspiration for 

classes and translation.   

 



Gratitude 

- I’m thankful for a successful end to the classes; this semester 

has been an incredible experience, and I’m looking forward to 

starting again in January.  

- For those who didn’t see my Facebook post about our 

Thanksgiving dinner, I’ll share the picture here as well.  People 

don’t celebrate Thanksgiving in the DR, but my host family 

wanted me to be able to celebrate like I would at home, so we 

concocted a feast, complete with a turkey, mashed potatoes, 

homemade gravy, stuffing, biscuits, and even brownies for 

dessert.  I was so happy with how everything turned out!  

- I’ll be home for Christmas! (Cue the Christmas song 😊) 

Prayers 

- Please pray for safe travels for me as I return to the U.S. 

- Please pray for filling and restful time with my family and friends as I “recharge” for next 

semester.     

- Please pray for the discipleship classes that will continue while I’m in the States.     

Information  

If you have questions or would like to hear more about my adventures in the Dominican Republic, 

please email me at emily.stader@516NOW.org or message me through Facebook.  

You can also visit my webpage at https://516now.org/emily-stader/ to receive updates or to learn 

more about the organization of 516NOW.  

If you would like to join me on this adventure as a financial supporter, there is a link to donate in the 

webpage above, or you can go directly to https://516now.org/donations/support-emily-stader-

ministry/   

Thank you and God Bless!  

Emily 
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