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“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

This month, I’ve been focusing a lot on thankfulness, both personally and with the kids in my classes.  

It is so easy to complain about what we lack or about everything that goes wrong in our lives and in 

our world, but God tells us to give thanks in ALL circumstances.  When we take a moment to just 

focus on the little everyday blessings, it can completely change our attitude from discontented to 

thankful!   

Special Visitors 

February started on a high note, as my parents were able to visit for a week.  We enjoyed exploring 

and spending time together, and it was so fun for them to get a glimpse into my life here!  

   (Samaná Bridge; sunset over the town of Samaná; family photo- we’re only missing James 😊) 

(cenote Tres Ojos in Santo Domingo; Salto de Limón waterfall; beautiful blue ocean view in Samaná) 

English Classes 

The classes are going well! Having two classes at different levels has added an interesting dynamic, 

but I feel like we’re settling into a good rhythm.  Every week I have to adapt or change something 

about the class: time management, organization, presentation style, etc.  Thankfully, I’ve got an 

amazing support group of people who can share their experience with me and help me strategize! 



(the kids decorated my whiteboard with sweet messages 😊; craft time in Bani and Villa Majega) 

Translation 

While my parents were still here, we celebrated the 

graduation of two churches from the discipleship 

classes.  Now, we are several weeks into the course 

with two new churches: one here in Bani, and the 

other near the town of Los Tumbaos.     

(me presenting the Jesus story; “Grandpa Peter” 😊)     

                 (column: graduation in the last two churches)       

(Haitian church in Los Tumbaos)                                                         (first night of class in Bani)  

 



Kid’s Club 

Our various kid’s clubs every Saturday are also going well! In the morning, we head to the church in 

Sombrero, where the kids are always waiting for us expectantly, with big smiles.  In the afternoon, we 

participate in the kid’s program at our church here in Baní.  I’m in charge of the littlest kids, and those 

who know me already know that I’m loving it! 😊  

(with the kids in Sombrero; me and my friend Sammy; craft time with the “littles”) 

Gratitude 

- I’m thankful for the time with my parents; their visit was a beautiful blessing!  

- I’m thankful for everything that God has been teaching me through my experiences and 

through the people that surround me; every day is an opportunity to learn something new.  

- I’m thankful for the little moments with the kids that remind me why I’m here; for their 

smiles, their joy, and their contagious energy.   

Prayers 

- Please pray for wisdom and patience for me as I make adjustments to the classes; it can be 

discouraging when I try new solutions, and they don’t seem to make a difference.   

- Please pray for my relationships with other young adults in the church; sometimes the lack 

of shared life experiences makes it difficult to connect with them.  

- Please pray for upcoming mission trips (more information coming in just a few weeks!)  

Information  

If you have questions or would like to hear more about my adventures in the Dominican Republic, 

please email me at emily.stader@516NOW.org or message me through Facebook.  

You can also visit my webpage at https://516now.org/emily-stader/ to receive updates or to learn 

more about the organization of 516NOW.  

If you would like to join me on this adventure as a financial supporter, there is a link to donate in the 

webpage above, or you can go directly to https://516now.org/donations/support-emily-stader-

ministry/                            Thank you and God Bless!        

Emily 
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