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“Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes 

refuge in Him.” Psalms 34:8 

We’ve had lots of opportunities to witness the goodness of God this 

month, and I’m excited to share some of them in this report! Also, I got 

to start of the month celebrating my birthday with my Dominican family, 

which was very special!  

English Classes 

We’re progressing steadily with each week of classes.  The kids in both classes have almost filled their 

“points jar,” (they can win points for answering questions or behaving well, or lose points for not 

listening to my directions.)  When the jar is full, we have a special treat or a game day. So far, this 

incentive has been successful, and the kids are looking forward to their reward.   

(craft time in Villa Majega; introducing a new review game; the point jar is almost full!)  

Translation 

Our discipleship classes are also going well.  In Los Tumbaos, the power has been out during the last 

two classes.  The class continues however, illuminated by a couple of rechargeable lightbulbs that the 

pastor installs temporarily in the light fixtures and cell phone flashlights.  It’s beautiful to witness the 

dedication of these students, even in the midst of the technical difficulties.  

(continuing with the class, even without power; praying for people)  



Kids’ Club 

I think Saturday might be my favorite 

day of the week.  I love getting to just 

pour my heart into these kids; giving 

hugs, playing games, singing songs, and 

sharing the love of Jesus.  (for further 

evidence of Emily the kid magnet, please 

refer to the pictures on the right :D)  

Mission Trips- May and July  

In my February report I mentioned that we are planning a couple of mission trips over the next several 

months and promised to provide some more information in this report.   

Essentially, Jaime and Jacqueline have been praying for the resources and opportunity to buy a 

property and build a house.  They have been renting their current house in Bani for a couple years, 

but they feel that having their own place would be a better use of their resources as well as an 

investment in their ministry.  Thankfully, they recently received a loan from a friend in the US and were 

able to purchase a piece of land at a providentially low price in Las Calderas, a town of around 8000 

people located about 30 minutes from Bani.  Their goal is to have the foundation laid before mission 

teams begin arriving to help with construction.  

Some Reasons for Building:  

They will have their own space, which will 

provide a more restful environment for them as 

a family and greatly facilitate their ministry. 

They plan to start a church. Currently there are 

no churches in Las Calderas so it is an excellent 

place for ministry and church-planting. 

They will use their home as a place to host 

pastors, families, missionaries, and small mission 

teams who come to serve.      (the property in Las Calderas)  

As God provides, they will add an upper floor “mission house” with space for larger teams as well.  

We have a team of about 10 people coming with my dad later in May to start construction on the 

house itself.  We are also in the process of planning a second work trip in July to continue 

construction.  Please pray for God’s provision as we initiate this new project!  We would appreciate 

your financial support as well to help with construction costs. 

We just keep building… 

We are also working with our Haitian church in Sombrero to construct a new church building.  Last 

year, a friend of Jaime’s from the States sent money to purchase land where they could build, but 



Jaime and the pastor hadn’t been able to find a suitable and affordable spot.  Last Friday however, 

they purchased a beautiful piece of land, and on Saturday we headed there to clean up trash from the 

property, alongside the pastor, his family, and a crew of volunteers of all ages.  Over the next few 

months they will be working to build the church building, so further updates will be coming in later 

reports.  Please be praying for this project as well!  

    `

 (cleaning up the piles of trash- the picture doesn’t do it justice; our cleanup crew) 

Gratitude 

- I’m thankful for God’s provision with these new construction projects! 

- I’m thankful for my family in Christ here; it is a blessing to serve along so many wonderful 

people who love and serve the Lord.  

- I’m thankful that God has called me to a role of helping connect English-speakers and 

Spanish-speakers, whether it’s translating or helping plan mission trips; I’m so blessed! 

Prayers 

- Please pray for continued financial support for both our construction projects. 

- Please pray that we can find a house to rent in Las Calderas for when the mission team 

arrives; we don’t have the accommodations for such a large team in our current house, and 

we also feel that being close to the construction site will be more convenient and efficient.  

- Please pray for the upcoming mission trips and all the logistics involved in planning them.  

We’re going to be busy during the next two months keeping on top of all the details!  

Information  

If you have questions or would like to hear more about my adventures in the Dominican Republic, 

please email me at emily.stader@516NOW.org or message me through Facebook.  

You can also visit my webpage at https://516now.org/emily-stader/ to receive updates or to learn 

more about the organization of 516NOW.  

If you would like to join me on this adventure as a financial supporter, there is a link to donate in the 

webpage above, or you can go directly to https://516now.org/donations/support-emily-stader-

ministry/               

                Thank You and God Bless! 

                Emily              
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