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In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 

they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

heaven.  Matthew 5:16   (mission verse for 516NOW)   

May was an insanely busy month!  We spent the first few 

weeks preparing for the arrival of the mission team.  Once 

they arrived, we worked hard on pastor Fabian’s house in 

Sombrero.  Then, I packed up my things and said my 

goodbyes to my Dominican family and friends, before 

flying home with the team.               (posing with our cool team t-shirts!)        

English Classes 

I finished up my last class with my students in Bani the first week in 

May.  These kiddos have been with me all year long, and I am 

deeply grateful for all the time I got to spend investing in their lives.  

We had a wonderful final class, complete with games, special snacks, 

and prizes.  I will miss them all!   (all smiles with their treat bags 😊)  

 

Mission Trip!  

I will try to give a quick summary of the 

mission trip, highlighting some important 

moments and, most importantly, sharing 

some great pictures!    (our fantastic team!)  

The team arrived late afternoon on 

Tuesday after almost 24 hours of flight 

cancellations, plan changes, and travelling.  

They unpacked, ate dinner, and headed straight for bed.  In the morning, we headed to the 

construction site and got right to work digging holes and mixing concrete.       

    (the guys hard at work mixing concrete; moving a giant log) 



On Thursday we continued working during 

the day, but in the afternoon we headed to 

the beach to cool down and rest a little.  

After dinner, some of the team accompanied 

Jaime and I to the discipleship class.   

(mixing more concrete; our “helpers”; translating for the discipleship class; the Johnson family singers 😊) 

Friday was another workday.  While Nate and Uriah worked on some electrical stuff in the house, the 

teens worked on various tasks.   

(picking up trash; moving brush; collecting water for the concrete; Noah and Jude in the hole) 

On Saturday, part of the team returned to the construction site 

while the rest went with me to the kids’ club in Sombrero to pass 

out the toys and sports gear that the team brought from the States. 

(handing out toys; Ian giving out tennis balls, this little guy loved his toy 

car; Lilly handing out some toys; Carter and Ari blowing up balloons) 



Sunday was a day for rest and relaxation.  In the morning, we spent some time at the beach and got 

lunch.  Then, in the evening, part of the group attended the service at the Haitian church in Villa 

Majega where I taught English classes this semester.  It was a beautiful service with these wonderful 

people who have been family for me during the last few months!           

(running into the ocean; Noah with his fried fish; some of my church family in Villa Majega) 

The construction work continued on Monday and Tuesday.   

(learning to assemble rebar; Jaime pouring concrete; selfie time; the adults standing in front of the house) 

On Wednesday, we made a brief tour of the colonial city in Santo Domingo before driving to the  

airport.  We had a long day of traveling, but eventually arrived home safely.  It was an excellent 

mission trip! The team worked hard and persevered in spite of the heat and crowded living 

conditions.  Thanks to everyone for their prayers and support! 

Summer Plans 

As many of you may know, I am back in the States for the summer.  So far, the last couple weeks have 

been both restful and busy.  I’ve gotten to spend time with my family, celebrate my brothers’ high 

school graduation, catch up with friends, play my piano, help with a Spanish class, and participate in a 

Spanish bible study hosted by a Spanish-speaking family who are doing a summer internship with a 

local church.  In just a few days, two friends of mine from Ecuador will be flying up to spend several 

weeks with my family.  We are looking forward to showing them around the area!  We’ll also be 

working with my church and other local churches doing ministry with Spanish speakers.   

Looking Ahead 

When I left the DR in May, I wasn’t sure whether I would be returning at the end of the summer.  I felt 

that God had something else in mind, although I had no idea what it was.  A couple weeks ago, my 

mom and I went to visit a school in Alabama that Peter and Joan had recommended to me.  



Highlands College is a school dedicated to training future leaders in 

ministry.  They offer a two-year program with different ministry emphases.  I 

was initially uncertain about the school, as it was so different from what I 

had envisioned myself doing in the next few years.  However, after getting 

to visit and connect with lots of wonderful people, I feel convinced that this 

is the best next step for me.  I’m also so thankful because God has provided 

opportunities for me to continue using my Spanish.  As part of my studies, 

I’ll be serving in an outreach center in downtown Birmingham that does 

ministry in the surrounding area, including neighborhoods with 

predominantly Spanish-speaking residents.  They have been praying for 

someone who speaks both languages to help facilitate their ministry in those communities.  I’ll also 

have the chance to attend church services in Spanish, likely aiding in worship and kids’ ministries as 

well.   (mom and I visiting the campus)  

It’s a big change, and I’m definitely still adjusting to it all, but I’m excited to see what I learn and hear 

from God during my time at Highlands!  

Gratitude 

- I’m thankful for the mission team and all their hard work! It was an exhausting, but rewarding 

trip, and I know our work greatly blessed pastor Fabian, his family, and the church.  

- Although I’m sad that I had to say goodbye to my family and friends in the Dominican 

Republic, I’m thankful for the way God used them to bless, encourage, and teach me.  

- I’m thankful for a new chapter in my adventure as I attend Highlands College this fall!  

Prayers 

Please pray for:  

- The continuing ministry of Jaime, Jacqueline, and their family in the Dominican Republic.   

- Financial support to build the new church building in Sombrero.  

- Opportunities this summer to reach Spanish speakers here in Platteville.   

Information  

If you have questions or would like to hear more about my adventures in the DR, or my upcoming 

adventure in Alabama, please email me at emily.stader@516NOW.org or message me through 

Facebook.  

You can also visit my webpage at https://516now.org/emily-stader/ to receive updates or to learn 

more about the organization of 516NOW.  

If you would like to join me on this adventure as a financial supporter, there is a link to donate in the 

webpage above, or you can go directly to https://516now.org/donations/support-emily-stader-

ministry/               

                Thank You and God Bless! 

                                       Emily   
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