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My name is Karina Nohelia Rios Castellón and I 

am blessed to be the new director of Smiling 

School Kids (SSK) in Palacagüina.  I look forward 

to working with all the wonderful families here 

in Palacagüina as well as the wonderful donors 

who make this ministry possible.  I am very 

excited about the opportunity to serve the 

children and families of the SSK program and 

would like to share my story.  Being one of the 

first children in the SSK program when it began 

in 2012, I know firsthand the impact it can have 

on the future of a child. 

 

When the program started, and I was 

chosen, I felt blessed and happy at the 

same time knowing that someone in the 

United States who did not even know me 

wanted to help me. I cannot describe with 

words how thankful I was in that moment. 

For me, it meant that God loves me and that 

He had heard my prayers.  Our Savior knows 

the right time to bless His children. And 

when God thought about the Smiling School 

Kids program, I know He was thinking of me. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being part of SSK in Palacagüina changed 

the perspective of my life.  I realized there 

are people in this world, used by God to 

bless others, and I wanted to become one of 

them to help people in the future.  As a 

result of all the amazing work donors were 

doing in the smiling school kids’ program; I 

was able to graduate from high school and 

continue my education in college.  

I felt glad to know that my sponsor wanted to continue supporting me at college 

because when I started college in 2016 my parents divorced, and I did not have a 

job.  With my now single mother not having money enough to pay my college 

every month I did not have many options.  So, I thanked God that I could 

continue studying with my sponsor covering my expenses. 

 

 



                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I thank God for the continued 

support of my sponsor so in that 

moment I could continue my studies 

at college and was able to get a good 

job at Palacaguina Christian 

Academy (PCA), a co-ministry with 

516NOW.  My new job meant that 

God would continue working in me 

and making my dreams come true. 

When I was in my third year in 

college, God opened this door at PCA 

and I started working as an 

administrative assistant to the 

principal where they received me 

with so much love and supported me 

as I learned and grew in my roll.  

During these five and a half 

years working in PCA I have 

learned to be patient and love 

what I am doing no matter what 

the circumstances may be. I 

continue working and serving 

the people of Palacagüina, 

knowing that all the work I do is 

going to be rewarded by God. 



 

     

 

 

Working at PCA has made me grow as 

a person and has helped me learn 

what it means to be a professional.  I 

have gained knowledge and skills 

enabling me to help my coworkers 

and truly make an impact at PCA.  In 

addition to all I have learned, I have 

also been able to help my family 

financially. I have learned that 

nothing is impossible with God’s help. 

As the new director of smiling school kids, one of my dreams is to see the 

program grow to reach more families and children in need so we can show 

them, together, that God is the only one who can make the impossible 

possible.  I want to teach the children the word of God so that they can grow 

spiritually and have hope.  With the hope of Christ, they can accomplish their 

dreams and have a good future. I am ready to serve and learn new things as I 

work with the families and children in Palacagüina. I passionately desire to see 

the grace of God working in and through this program with more people 

joining to us to change the lives and future of children.  Thank you for the 

opportunity to join this powerful program.  I pray you will continue with me 

as we go forward reaching children in education with the love of Jesus Christ. 


