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“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have 

learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well 

fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”  Philippians 4:12 

This verse has been my constant refrain over the last few months of 

transition.  As I mentioned in my last report, I spent the summer at home 

transitioning from life in the Dominican Republic into a new season of 

attending a ministry school in Birmingham, AL.  It has perhaps not been the 

most graceful of transitions, but God has overwhelmed me with His grace            (driving into Birmingham) 

through every moment, teaching me how to be content in every situation. 

Summer Fun 

July was a full and fun month!  I was blessed to have two dear friends from 

Ecuador spend the summer with me and my family.  We had a blast showing them 

around Wisconsin, and we made so many great memories.  I also got to help with 

worship at my church, reconnect with dear friends from home, and soak up time 

with my family .  Additionally, a family from Rio Grande was interning for the 

summer with one of the local churches, so my friends and I spent a lot of time with 

them and their kids, which was a huge blessing!  (hiking at Mines of Spain; 

overlooking Dubuque; at a For King and Country concert; flying with Noah!) 

We also participated in several ministry opportunities with Spanish speakers, including a weekly Spanish Bible 

study and an outreach event at a local park.  I had the opportunity to translate for a Sunday service at the end 

of July as well, which was a fun experience.  It has been so cool to see how the Spanish community has grown 

in Wisconsin, and how God has been providing people who have a heart to reach them.  This summer, a whole 

group of students from Rio Grande was serving with churches all over Wisconsin.  We hosted a reunion with all 

of them at our house, and it was an amazing day of fellowship and celebrating 

what God is doing!  (Spanish reunion at our house!; Enjoying conversation on the back 

porch; outreach event at a local park-  including a bouncy house, balloons, and face painting) 



Update from the Dominican Republic 

We are so grateful for a group of kids from a church in North Carolina who raised a large sum of money to buy 

and send school supplies to the kids in the Haitian church in Sombrero.  Many of the kids in these pictures 

were students in my English classes, and I know that these gifts were joyfully received and will be such a 

blessing to them!   

(kids waiting expectantly for their gifts; piles of notebooks; so many fun school supplies!) 

The construction continues!  During the mission trip in May, we were 

helping build a house for pastor Fabian, which was a huge blessing for him 

and his family.  On the same piece of land, they have now started 

construction on a new church building.  This new building will bless both 

pastor Fabian’s congregation and many of the nearby churches as it will be 

a central location where people can gather for meetings, youth retreats, 

VBS programs, and a Bible school.  My dad is planning to take a team 

down in November to help with the construction.  It has been amazing to 

witness God’s provision and faithfulness throughout the whole process! 

(the walls are going up for the new church building!) 

Translation  

I’m continuing to translate weekly devotionals that Jaime puts on the 516NOW 

website.  We’ve also started translating a book from English to Spanish that he plans 

to share with pastors in the Dominican Republic.  On another note, I’m working on 

getting certified as a translator through the American Translators Association.  Once 

I have that certification, I’m hoping to find a job that involves translating as a way to 

help pay my expenses while I’m in school.  (translating for a Sunday service this summer) 

Highlands Highlight 

It’s hard to believe I’ve already been here for a month!  There has been a lot to adjust to, but I feel like I’ve 

settled into my routine pretty well, and I’ve gotten to meet some incredible people and experience some 

amazing things.  We started off the semester with 21 Days of Prayer, where the church gathers to pray from six 

to seven every morning for twenty-one days.  Starting each day with worship and prayer was very powerful, 

and I felt like God used that time to fill my spirit and calm my mind, even as I was trying to adjust to a new 

routine.  

Now that we’re several weeks into the semester, my day to day schedule has become pretty straightforward.  I 

have classes Tuesday through Friday.  Some of the classes are more academic based, such as Mathematics or 

Christian Theology.  Others focus more on ministry training.  On Saturdays, I have the opportunity to do “serve 

projects” in the local community with groups of fellow students and church members.  This could look like 



going door-to-door handing out groceries and praying with people, helping with construction or repair 

projects, or packing backpacks to hand out to students.  You’ll probably see some pictures in my next report.   

On Sundays, I serve at my church campus with fellow Highlands College students.  They have put us on a 

rotation so that we get the chance to serve in multiple areas of Sunday morning ministry.  The past couple 

weeks I’ve gotten to serve with preschool and elementary kids, which has been super fun! On Sunday 

afternoon, I’m able to attend a Spanish service at a different church campus, and it has been a huge blessing!  

Mondays are a Sabbath day to rest and recover for a new week.  There are no classes or academic 

responsibilities, as the school wanted to give students the opportunity to have a day of rest.  Some students 

choose to use this day to catch up on homework, but I’ve found that having a day to rest, spend time with the 

LORD, and do things I enjoy helps to reset my mind for a new week.  

Overall, it’s been a good first month, and I’m eager to see what God continues to do throughout this semester!  

Gratitude 

- I’m thankful for a filling summer with friends and family!  

- I’m thankful for this first month at Highlands, the people God has put into my life, and all that He has 

already been teaching me here.  

- I’m thankful for outreach opportunities, the Spanish church services, and continued confirmation of my 

calling.    

Prayers 

- Please pray for the church construction in Sombrero and the mission team that will be going down in 

November. 

- Please pray for the translation certification process; it’s been challenging to set time aside to work on it 

since I have been staying busy with lots of homework!  

- Please pray that I can take advantage of every opportunity to grow while I am here.  I often miss my life 

in the DR and all the challenges and blessings of living and serving in a different country.  However, I 

know that God has me here for a reason, and I want to take every opportunity to learn from those 

around me and experience more of Him.   

Information  

If you have questions or would like to hear more about my adventures in the DR, or my current adventure in 

Alabama, please email me at emily.stader@516NOW.org or message me through Facebook.  

You can also visit my webpage at https://516now.org/emily-stader/ to receive updates or to learn more about 

the organization of 516NOW.  

If you would like to join me on this adventure as a financial supporter, there is a link to donate in the webpage 

above, or you can go directly to https://516now.org/donations/support-emily-stader-ministry/      

         

                Thank You and God Bless! 

                                       Emily   
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